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Hyde Park Church | Austin, Texas
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First Baptist Church | Justin, Texas

sy Ruthy Tackios

Former Church Pianist
First Baptist Church | Dallas, Texas

C/?fu’.,/ TN

—PALLBEARERS—
Daryl Anderson | Paul Herb - |l K
Scott Jones | John Lloyd o L
~ Alex Lopez | Dan Nance |
Roger Reynolds | Tom Strader

—HONORARY PALLBEARERS— ||
John Chamberlain | Roy Eaton 1

Jerry Monk | Don Pope | Edwin Schluter
Fred Stanley | Curtis Strawn | Greg Tally



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

—REFLECTIONS OF LIFE—

Edward Curtis Tally II was born on August 23, 1936, to
Edward Curtis Tally and Faye Shofner Tally of Justin, Texas.

Justin was home for all his days. Curtis planted deep roots in

the land, the church, and the people he loved.

On January 1, 2026, Curtis left this world for heaven to
glorify his Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

His faith was the foundation of his life. He walked daily

: with Jesus, praising God for His many blessings and living
| out that faith through service, generosity, and love for others.
'_ | ~ Curtis believed that faith was something you did, not just

| something you talked about. .
b From an early age, Curtis showed a strong sense of -
¢ responsibility and curiosity about the world around him. He
** had his first exposure to government as a young Senate page
in Austin during a special legislative session in 1949, when |
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b | “wasn't just his profession; it was his calling. Thar fall, he ;
| returned home to Justin and founded Justin Seed Company,
 Inc. Curtis understood the land, respected farmers, and

- i he lived in a boarding house for 30 days with a close friend. -
. % He would later retell the expo: ice with his trademark dry :
’ } t humor and attention to derai! -l ﬂ-_'
, He attended Justin Elemer: - His was the very first clas§5,_. :
i . * to walk the halls of Northwe:r | ligh School from 9th grade
A .+ all the way through 12th. They didn't just attend Northwest, 5
);‘ _ ‘ ~ | ; ? 7" they helped shape it. His class got to cast their votes for the fj
;;5 . .. mascot, the Texans, and chose the school colors: red, whitc,:»”‘;_-?%f:’,
g and blue. *j'fi
-‘_ ‘ i | Curtis attended Texas Tech University, graduating in 1958 q]
{ i _with a double major in business and agronomy. Agriculture ¢ ,,
‘ -
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earning the trust of generations of customers. When he later
passed the company on to his son, Tracy, it was with pride and
confidence.

In June 1958, Curtis married Mary Oneta Reynolds,
beginning a 67-year partnership marked by faith, adventure,
hospitality, and deep devotion. In his final days, Curtis
reminded his family that he had given Oneta his heart.

During the Berlin Wall Crisis from October 1961 to August
1962, Curtis served in the Texas National Guard. He and
Oneta were stationed in Leesville, Louisiana, for 11 months,
another chapter in a life defined by service and commitment.

Curtis faithfully served at First Baptist Church of Justin
for over 60 years as a Sunday School teacher for all ages, a
deacon, a trustee, and a member of the budget committee. He -
| first attended Camp Copass in the summer of 1948 with the

Royal Ambassadors, and the - 1p remained close to his heart

| throughout his life. Throug'  draising, planning, and wise - - :
| counsel, Curtis helped ensi:i 1.t Camp Copass would bless

* generations to come. s
- Curtis believed deeply in scrving his community. His
 grandfather had been the first president of Justin State Bank, %
and Curtis carried on thar legacy, serving on the bank’s board = =
for 50 years and as Chairman for 30. He was president of

the Justin Chamber of Commerce, served on the Justin City

" Council, the Westgate Medical Center Board of Councilors,
and the Denton County Road Bond Program. One of his

greatest joys was delivering Meals on Wheels for 35 years; his

regular Wednesday routes often included family or friends_‘.
- riding along. After retiring from Justin Seed Company, Curtis

devoted himself to CoServ Electric Cooperative, serving on
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the board for 22 years, including three years as chairman.
Curtis also loved flying. He earned his private pilot’s license
and spent many hours in his 1946 single-engine Luscombe,
often sharing that passion with his son and granddaughters.
One unforgettable adventure was flying with Oneta from Fort |
Worth, Texas, to Columbia, California, for a Luscombe fly-in.
The trip took 44.9 hours of flight time, included 30 takeoffs

] - = and landings, and had no radio, no lights, and no gas gauge.

|
f ; - Navigation was by aerial sectional maps, and they slept under
| 3 the wing at night. In 2012, Curtis walked away from a crash :
' ‘[ landing of the Luscombe on the grass airstrip in front of his | -
|~ home. In classic Curtis fashion, he crawled out of the upside- |
g. » down aircraft and walked into the kiichen calmly, remarking 48
‘[ & to Oneta, “I guess my flying davs are over”
: £ Curtis and Oneta loved o1 [heir home was often
; %‘ full, with bridge parties < ¢ st sncugh friends to fill [
f ; o six tables, or visits from * friends. They spent time +[5%
.- ¥ square dancing in Decariiv « -l summer musicals at Fair 3

5 Park in Dallas, and traveling 1o all 50 states and 65 countries.
% 7+ They shared that love of discovery wich their children and |
- grandchildren, creating memories from Austin to Colorado, =
-~ Iraly to China, and even the Galdpagos Islands. ‘ ‘
r Curtis was a storyteller, a listener, and a man of steady I
" wisdom. He loved to share life lessons, often punctuated by |
his dry wit and deadpan delivery. He was known to say, “I A8
find that hard to believe,” followed by a knowing look. He was
loved for his humor, his stories, and his ability to make people
. feel both heard and challenged. ‘

Each summer, Curtis found joy in his garden, sharing its .4
bounty with family and friends, another way he gave to others. 1|
- Curtis wasn just a granddad; he was Super Dad, known
~ simply as SUPER. The name captured something true: he
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| was extraordinary in the most important ways. Super listened
| without rushing, offered advice with kindness and gentleness,
and loved without condition. He passed down not only stories
and skillsbutalso away of being in the world, faithful, generous,
and grounded in what matters. His nine grandchildren knew

they could count on him, and that certainty was one of his

greatest gifts.

Nothing delighted him more than his family, especially his
great-grandchildren, who always brought a big smile to his
face and a sparkle to his eyes. 4

Curtis is survived by his wife of 67 years, Oneta; his

-
XECVENCN

| daughter, Karen; and his son and daughter-in-law, Tracy and B , '

; Julie; Karen’s children: Madison (Jordan McKone), Cole ‘5 f me

" | (Brit Stephens), Tally, Shofner, and Dolly (Matthew Maples); -/} g {‘J £

and Tracy and Juli€’s children: Emily (Dr. Chad Grlesbach), ‘: !

““1  Elizabeth, Erica, and Ellen. g1 e 1
He was blessed with three great-grandchildren: Shepherd e

~ Curtis and Marigold Lois Griesbach, and Sloane Ivy Stcphcns ol

- Slinker. 1
;' : He leaves behind his sister, Nancy and Ted Rcynolds, 133 1
2| -and his brother, Richard and Jean Tally; along with nleces,'f"%.{"'f%i”}z
“l" nephews, and an extended loving family. i |
<24 Through prayer, Bible study, faithful service, and the . 5 18
“example of his life, Curtis taught those he loved the value of "1 } |
| apersonal relationship with Jesus € 'mst and the hope, peace, | |
g}*j and security that come from /. it He lived well, did 4 \1
;#‘1 good work, and left a legacy f1i: :I.Lc,d. Well done, good:; |

~ and faithful servant. 5
‘;! ¢ In loving memory of Curtis, thc il kindly requests thatxf‘»" E
. ¢ any charitable donation be made to: Camp Copass, 8200 East | ;
- McKinney Street, Denton, Texas 76208; or Metroport Meals )
on Wheels, PO. Box 204, Roanoke, Texas 76262. .,
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the board for 22 years, including thrce years as chairman.
Curtis also loved flying. He earnie! 7 private pilot’s license
and spent many hours in his 1940 ‘=-engine Luscombe,
often sharing that passion with I\ ind granddaughrers.
One unforgettable adventure was || th Oneta from Fort
Worth, Texas, to Columbia, Califors -, 7o a Luscombe fly-in.

The trip took 44.9 hours of flight time, included 30 takeoffs
= and landings, and had no radio, no lights, and no gas gauge.
- Navigation was by aerial sectional maps, and they slept under
the wing at night. In 2012, Curtis walked away from a crash ‘
landing of the Luscombe on the grass airstrip in front of his |
home. In classic Curtis fashion, he crawled out of the upside- | |
down aircraft and walked into the kitchen calmly, remarking *,‘
to Oneta, “I guess my flying days are over.” =
- Curtis and Oneta loved people. Their home was oftenl';,‘ 1
2 full, with bridge parties that brought enough friends to fll ’

i six tables, or visits from family or friends. They spent time |

- .1 square dancing in Decatur, attending summer musicals at Fair [

_ %+ Park in Dallas, and traveling to all 50 states and 65 countries. |

' They shared that love of discovery with their children andiﬂ;g

’ | grandchildren, creating memories from Austin to Colorado;‘;_j{r} : 53

7 Italy to China, and even the Galépagos Islands. ' {&

':, Curtis was a storyteller, a listener, and a man of steady 3

' wisdom. He loved to share life lessons, often punctuated by - t

E his dry wit and deadpan delivery. He was known to say, “I - }x

© find that hard to believe,” followed by a knowing look. He was "i*

- loved for his humor, his stories, and his ability to make people | °

.T feel both heard and challenged. 7 A - l’f}

| Each summer, Curtis found joy in his garden, sharing its ',;if'{:i

' bounty with family and friends, another way he gave to others. i !
' Curtis wasn't just a granddad; he was Super Dad, known

%-. ~simply as SUPER. The name captured something true: he l

L-—'?:...T.:.:ﬁ::::‘.';;:‘:wm:ft?— e R

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

‘7 was extraordinary in the most important ways. Super listened
without rushing, offered advice with kindness and gentleness,
and loved without condition. He passed down not only stories
and skills butalso away of being in the world, faithful, generous,
and grounded in what matters. His nine grandchildren knew
they could count on him, and that certainty was one of his
greatest gifts.

Nothing delighted him more i1 his family, especially his

daughter, Karen; and his son and «.:i:lier-in-law, Tracy and

Julie; Karen’s children: Madison (Jordan McKone), Cole
(Brit Stephens), Tally, Shofner, and Dolly (Matthew Maples); =7
and Tracy and Julie’s children: Emily (Dr. Chad Grlesbach) ,‘_‘f‘é &
" Elizabeth, Erica, and Ellen. . 7
~ He was blessed with three great—grandchlldren Shepherd i
- Curtis and Marigold Lois Gnesbach and Sloane Ivy Stephens 2
;?‘f Slinker. i
#1 . He leaves behind his sister, Nancy and Ted Reynolds,.“_? >
3 and his brother, Richard and Jean Tally; along with nleces,"":': ‘
|- nephews, and an extended loving family. , ik
{  Through prayer, Bible study, faithful service, and the A
. example of his life, Curtis taught those he loved the value of S B |
[ a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and the hope, peace, =~ | |
%}.‘-’;‘; - and security that come from that faith. He lived well, did # ;
-+ good work, and left a legacy firmly planted. Well done, good oIl
and faithful servant. E

great-grandchildren, who alvwu. it a big smile to his e
ace and a sparkle to his eyes. it 4 | |
f: d a sparkle to his ey i | .
¥ P . ; ) (Rt ek : g

urtis is survive is Wit of 67 vears, Oneta; hisiZ@8 &

C d by h O h 1

S
A A

R Iy 35" SR WENRC SERRETERION S BRRLIECS SO
. = ==

a1 3458 a2 SRS TSN : )
U PRI I S PO

| i] In loving memory of Curtis, the family kindly requests that
./ / any charitable donation be made to: Camp Copass, 8200 East
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Sl —PSALM 139: 1-18, 23-24—
| . Cods @Wécdmw and Omndscience
Con the directos, of masiv. Of Deavid. A psatim.

“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I
| rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down;
ﬁwm“"you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it
et  completely. You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. Such
""" ~ knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can [ go from your
_ Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; ifI e
- make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle |

on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide .2, your right hand will hold |

me fast. If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me i1/’ 7+~ .vht become night around |
\._me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the i+ will shine like the day, for |
. "o ou knit me together in my.
;;7// iﬁt//y made; your works

‘-"'"-'I awake, I am still with you. Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know:
7my anxious tboug/yts See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the
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 Bill DeBery [

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

2025 W. University Drive - Denton, Texas 76201
www.DeBerryFurneral Direcrors.com
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